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"We know, amongst many others, the famous story of a woman
of quality, who, after having been separated a year from her
husband, found herself in the family-way just as he was on
the point of returning from the army, and who, not knowing
what else to do, in the most urgent manner begged a private
interview of the King.    She obtained it, and confided to him
her position, as to the worthiest man in his realm, as she said.
The King counselled her to profit by her distress, and live more
wisely for the future, and immediately promised to retain her
husband on the frontier as long as was necessary, and to forbid
his return under any pretext, and in fact he gave orders the
same day to Louvois, and prohibited the husband not only all
leave of absence, but forbade him to quit for a single day the
post he was to command all the winter.    The officer who was
distinguished, and who had neither wished nor asked to be em-
ployed all the winter upon the frontier, and Louvois, who had
in no way thought of it, were equally surprised and vexed.
They -were obliged, however, to obey to the letter, and without
asking why; and the King never mentioned the circumstance
until many years afterwards, when he was quite sure nobody
could find out either husband or wife, as in fact they never
could, or even obtain the most vague or the most uncertain
suspicion.